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Child In Need of Protection 

According to the Nova Scotia Government (http://gov.ns.ca/coms/families/abuse/index.html), child 

protection services are about “protecting children under 16 from abuse and/or neglect while making every 

effort to keep families together.” On their website, they list the following kinds of abuse or neglect: 

1. Physical abuse: the intentional use of force on any part of a child’s body that results in 

injury. 

2. Emotional abuse: anything that causes serious mental or emotional harm to a child, 

which the parent does not attempt to prevent or address. 

3. Sexual abuse: the improper exposure of a child to sexual contact, activity or behavior. 

4. Neglect: Any lack of care that may cause significant harm to a child’s development or 

endangers the child in any way. 

 

Additional information can be read from the Children and Family Services Act (1990, c. 5, s. 1.) 

http://nslegislature.ca/legc/statutes/childfam.htm 

 

 
 

From the Children and Family Services Act (Section 22): Child is in Need of Protective Services 

A child is in need of protective services where: 

a) the child has suffered physical harm, inflicted by a parent or guardian of the child or caused by the failure of a 

parent or guardian to supervise and protect the child adequately; 

 

b) there is a substantial risk that the child will suffer physical harm inflicted or caused as described above; 

 

c) the child has been sexually abused by a parent or guardian of the child, or by another person where a parent or 

guardian of the child knows or should know of the possibility of sexual abuse and fails to protect the child; 

 

d) there is substantial risk that the child will be sexually abused as described in clause (c); 

 

e) a child requires medical treatment to cure, prevent or alleviate physical harm or suffering, and the child’s parent or 

guardian does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or is unable to consent to, the treatment; 
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f) the child has suffered emotional harm, demonstrated by severe anxiety, depression, withdrawal, or self-destructive 

or aggressive behaviour and the child's parent or guardian does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or unable 

to consent to, services or treatment to remedy or alleviate the harm; 

 

g) there is a substantial risk that the child will suffer emotional harm of the kind described in clause (f), and the parent 

or guardian does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or unable to consent to, services or treatment to remedy 

or alleviate the harm; 

h) the child suffers from a mental, emotional or developmental condition that, if not remedied, could seriously impair 
the child's development and the child's parent or guardian does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or unable 
to consent to, services or treatment to remedy or alleviate the condition; 
 

i) the child has suffered physical or emotional harm caused by being exposed to repeated domestic violence by or 
towards a parent or guardian of the child, and the child's parent or guardian fails or refuses to obtain services or 
treatment to remedy or alleviate the violence; 
 

j) the child has suffered physical harm caused by chronic and serious neglect by a parent or guardian of the child, 
and the parent or guardian does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or unable to consent to, services or 
treatment to remedy or alleviate the harm; 
(ja) there is a substantial risk that the child will suffer physical harm inflicted or caused as described in clause (j); 
 

k) the child has been abandoned, the child's only parent or guardian has died or is unavailable to exercise custodial 
rights over the child and has not made adequate provisions for the child's care and custody, or the child is in the 
care of an agency or another person and the parent or guardian of the child refuses or is unable or unwilling to 
resume the child's care and custody; 
 

l) the child is under twelve years of age and has killed or seriously injured another person or caused serious damage 
to another person's property, and services or treatment are necessary to prevent a recurrence and a parent or 
guardian of the child does not provide, or refuses or is unavailable or unable to consent to, the necessary services 
or treatment; 

 
m) the child is under twelve years of age and has on more than one occasion injured another person or caused loss or 

damage to another person's property, with the encouragement of a parent or guardian of the child or because of the 
parent or guardian's failure or inability to supervise the child adequately. 1990, c. 5, s. 22; 1996, c. 10, s. 1.  

 

There is a duty for everyone to immediately report suspicions of a child in need of protective services to a 

child welfare agency in the area where the child lives. This can be done by phone or in person; the various 

child welfare agencies in Nova Scotia can be found here: 

http://gov.ns.ca/coms/department/contact/index.html  

If a child is in immediate danger, and it is after regular business hours, you may call 1-866-922-2434. 

 

 


